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How to compile a short list in 4 steps with Course Finder Action Plan

STEP 1: Deciding where you would like to study

1. List the Universities/Colleges you are considering under “Places | am considering”.

2. Spend some time studying Prospectuses and other resources.

3. Read the checklist of items beginning “I'd like to study here because of . . .” and tick the
ones that apply to you.

4. Count the ticks and write the total for each place in the “Total” column.

5. List the Universities/Colleges in order according to their total scores, in the column
headed “I'd most like to study at . . .”




I'd most like to study at

Total

The possibility of study abroad

The character of the place

The reputation of the place

The size of the university/college

The type of campus

The facilities available for the
disabled

The facilities in the area

The recreational facilities

The academic facilities

The distance & cost from home

The availability of accommodation

I'd like to study here becauseof .. ... ..

The degree structure (e.g. modular)

The grades needed to get in

The links it has with industry

Its setting

Other (Specify)

Deciding where
you’'d like to

Step 1
study

Places | am considering

Tick each box that applies




STEP 2: Deciding your specific study interests

1. List your specific study interests in the table below under “My specific interests are . . .”

2. Use the information you find from your research to help you decide how you feel about
each of these specific interest areas.

3. Read through the checklist of items beginning “I'm interested in studying this because of
the . . .” and tick the ones that apply to you.

4. Count the ticks and write the totals in the “Total” column.

5. List your specific study interests in order, according to their total scores, in the column
marked “I'm most interested in studying . . .”




I’'m most interested in

I'm interested in studying this because of the . ... ...
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Possibility of sponsorship
Good opportunities for further study
Chance to study something new
Chance to use my talents/abilities
Opportunity to keep doors open
Chance to study my school subjects
Range of specialisms available
Length of courses
Grades usually required
Career opportunities
Possible exemption from
professional exams
Requirements of my career choice
Other (Specify)
Other (Specify)
Other (Specify)
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Tick each box that applies




STEP 3: Investigating and comparing courses

Once you've decided Where You'd Most Like To Study from STEP 1 and What You'd Most Like To
Study from STEP 2. . .

1. Choose the courses you'd like to investigate. Include all of the ones that appeal to you

and consider the ones you have not thought of in the past.

2. Decide the features you like about each course after using the resources available.

3. Fillin the Course Investigation and Comparison Forms following. If you need more,
you can copy them or print more off.




STEP 3 — Course Investigation and comparison
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STEP 4: Putting it all together to compile your shortlist

1. List the courses you have investigated in STEP 3 and are still considering, in the table
that follows under Course Title.

2. Read the checklist of items beginning “I particularly like about this course . . .” and tick
those that apply to you.

3. Count the ticks for each course title and write the total in the column marked “Total”

4. List the course titles in order, according to their total scores, in the column headed
“Shortlist”.

Now that you have your shortlist, you are ready for the application checkilist.




Shortlist

Total

The possible subject combinations

The particular course content bias

The form of assessment and/or
teaching

The fact that it is structured to keep my
options open

The opportunities | would have for work
experience

The fact that it is involved in the
Erasmus scheme

The possibility of being sponsored

The opportunity of transferring if | don't
like it

The staff to student ratio

The grades | would need to get in

The fact that | could take a year off

| particularly like about this course .. ...

The career opportunities I'd have on
| _graduation

The particular advantages of being at
this institution

Other (Specify)

Other (Specify)

Other (Specify)

Compiling a Shortlist
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